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Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, | would like to express my appreocrato the
Government of Germany for hosting this importaninfécence. It is
unprecedented that an international conferencesswth a beautiful
chorus. Let me thank the Deutsche Choir for theutikedh and inspiring

songs.

It is a truly historic moment that a comprehensivgernational
renewable energy agency is being established hddenn. To do justice
to the significance of IRENA, the Korean Governméas decided to
sign the Statute of IRENA today. As a country thaltes 97% of its
energy resources on imports, Korea aspires to leaweder use of
renewable energy. Accordingly, the Korean Goverrtngeives a Green
Growth policy that prioritizes wider use of renevelbenergy. In
achieving the goal of wider use of renewable enevgy believe that
international cooperation is important. The essdishent of IRENA will
support and facilitate much-needed cooperation gmuations in the

area of renewable energy.



Therefore, it is our strong hope that IRENA willveéop into a
truly universal organization that serves the irgeref all member
countries. In order to achieve that goal IRENA widve to sort out a
host of issues that remain ahead. We will haveetmd#® the location of
the Agency. We will also devise a lean and mean gatd well
functioning Secretariat. Good working relationshiyath the UN, UNDP

and the IAEA, among others, should also be estaddlis

Furthermore, we need to develop substantive wodgrammes
that seek to achieve IRENA’s mission. In an age owkrlapping
international organizations, serious work programnteat guarantee
benefits to all the signatory countries will fai@be the ratification

process in each member countries.

Nevertheless, Mr. Chairman,

We are here today to celebrate the birth of IREN®&t, to worry
about her future. And | am optimistic. It is indegaspicious that we give
a birth to IRENA on this first day of the lunar NeXear. My delegation

has come a long way from Korea, sacrificing ouditranal family
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reunion at the time of the first day of the New €Bo make sure that
our trip was truly worthwhile, we look forward touftful discussions

today and tomorrow.

Thank you.



