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International Off-Grid Renewable Energy Conference Platform

Collaborative platform for sharing knowledge and best practices on approaches to scale-up off-grid renewable energy deployment

Regional Capacity Building Programme on
Promoting a Solar PV Market in West Africa

ECOWAS RE Entrepreneurship 
Support Facility

ECOWAS 
Certification for Sustainable 

Energy Skills

Energy Access

RE Solutions 
for Healthcare Facilities

SADC RE Entrepreneurship 
Support Facility

RE Solutions 
for Refugee Settings

RE Solutions
for Food Security



Supporting Renewable Energy SMEs

Importance of SMEs
• Backbone of national economies
• Social and economic development impact
• Operational flexibility
• Ability to address market needs

Challenges
• Enterprise management
• Skills capacity
• Access to financing

More than one-third of the global population is employed in micro, small and medium scale enterprises (IFC, 2010) 



West Africa RE Entrepreneurship Support Facility

STEERING COMMITTEE

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

FACILITY COORDINATION

ENTREPRENEURS
from all 15 ECOWAS 
member countries

OBJECTIVES

• Assist entrepreneurs in 
improving their business 
operations.

• Refine entrepreneurs’ 
project proposals to 
bankable levels

• Train financial institutions on 
RE project financing

• Link entrepreneurs with 
financial institutions, where 
possible.

PARTNERS STRUCTURE

Training – Technical Advice – Mentorship 



West Africa RE Entrepreneurship Support Facility

Impact

➢ 3 calls for proposals → 280+ applications

➢ 90+ entrepreneurs supported from all 15 ECOWAS member countries

➢ Approx. USD 1 Million debt financing raised

➢ 12 partner / advisory / funding institutions engaged

→ World Bank through the Regional Off-Grid Electrification Project 
(ROGEP) in West Africa

➢ Regional Solar PV Association established



West Africa RE Entrepreneurship Support Facility



Southern Africa RE Entrepreneurship Support Facility

• SMEs and Financial Institutions workshop & Advisory Board meetings in 2018

• Specific focus:

• Gender and youth promotion

• Productive use of energy

• Facility Coordinator placed in SACREEE

• 1st call for proposals by end-2019

Implementation Partners



THANK YOU


